After 25 years of experience one
would have expected the Bun.
desgartenschau in West Berlin
last year fo be an impressive
disptay  of hoicultural  and
farctseaping skills.

This was undoubtedly  1he
case, bul il was also apparent
freen visiting the event, that our
German  counterparts  placed
more emphasis on the Bundes-
ganenschau [or BGS) 1o be a
valuahle lons-term addition 1o
the city's open spaces, and less
[ impartance on the doal role as a
temporary lower show.

In the past the BGS's had
been criticised for failing to
concentrale resowrces on the
long-terin aspects, which had
resulted in too many seccessful
horticullural shows beeoming
rathier charicterless and bland
parkland. Avoiding this was an
overriding factor in the planning
of Beriin's BGS, where the main
aim was to provide a large,
naturalistic parkland within the
City: and 1o nse the machinery
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Canwe learn from the success of German garden

festivals? Peter Sheard went to Berlin last year

and found that we may still have some way to go

of the BGS to promote the park
to its future users and channel
significant sums of money from
central government funds to
realise the project.

But how successiul has this
been and what influences have
shaped the finished result?

Berlin itself is ideally suiled
to the whaole concept of a BGS;
not only environmentally but
also politically. Throughout its
12 years of development, and
doespite changes in the cily
government {Senate), the pro-
fect has remained a highly pub-
licised and somewhat contro-
versial topic. This marked pub-
lic interest is due o a combin-
ation of faclors,

Firstly, it is a product of Ber-
lin's isolation within the Eastern
Blovk, causing the average Ber-
liner io show greal intepest in

his city in the form of an exag-
gerated sense of civic pride;
hence the BGS has been scrutin
ised by an attentive public since
its conceptionin 1975,

Furthermore the mixed popu-
lace, consisting of almost any
racial and political minority vou
care to mention, has resulied in
a bewildering range of demands
being placed on any lulure park
and has made the challenge of
satisfving public opinion very
difficult.

Finally Berlin's apen spaces
are very unevenly distributed,
and in the soulh cast districts
around the BGS, with their poor
housing and social problems,
the provision was especially in-
atlequalte.

As well as public apinion, the
BGS hadd political aims, Inoan
overcromwded  city Tike Boerlu,

Berlin’s walled garden

with its fimited space, to be
associated with active ‘green’
policies was a valuable asset.
Added to this the BGS is an
established tool for promoting
the image of a city that is alive
andwell behind the wall.

Another important influence
on the BGS was the activities of
the green pressure groups in
Berlin, which ensured that the
whole affair was placed firmly
inthe political foram.

Along with Germanv's Green
Party these groups advocated
an ecologically based approach
to ameliorating the otherwise
hostile  environment,  Thoey

winled the finished park 1o be |

vadically  differemt from past
efforts and to a certain extent
their opiions prevailed.

From the Scnate’s point of
view the BGS, was the Tlagship
ol its 'vreen policies” and was to
show the importinee it placed
o upgrading  Berlin's  dense
urban arcas. [0 was to provide
Stha of pakland for about
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600,000 people, with the recrea-
tional value of the park being
the primary motive.

The design chosen was by
Herr Miller, a landscape archi-
tect from Sluligarl, whose ap-
proach was 1o provide a variety
of landscape elemenls and
characlers.

The park focuses on a large
lake, with numeraus rivers feed-
ing into it from the surrounding
hillsides created from the exca-
vated material. The land model-
ling is superbly handled and
together with the heavily plant-
ed thickets of trees and shrubs,
already give the site a sense of
enclosure and maturity.

Much of the planling is nat-
uralistic, with large areas of
marsh, water meadow and
reeds around the lake giving a
wild open feel. Major lootpaths
wind in from the three en-
trances and around the lake,
with lesser paths taking you
around the horticultural events
nearer the edges of the site.

There were scores of gardens
and exhibitions on subjects as
diverse as rhododendrons and
cemeleries, but all were pre-
sented to the highest standards
and delftly laid out to lead the
visitor through to the centre-
piece of the lake itself. .

Throughoul the BGS, the
dominant features were the
quality and maturity of the arti-
ficial landscapes, which were
achieved after only five years of
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establishment — largely a result
ol excellent horticultural pract-
ices. This was already pro-
ducing a strong framework
within the parkland around
which the temporary elements
ofthe BGS were arranged.

So as a visitor it was easy to
be impressed, but how has this
park measured up to the task of
salisfying its crealors and users?

Firstly, the Senate was pleas-
ed. The BGS slayed roughly
within budget at 180 million
DM: provided jobs and a healthy
flow of visitors; and has been a
worthy publicity exereise for
Berlin. Also by the formation of
a management company for the
park, and by using the BGS to
start many annual events such
as music festivals, the future of
the park seems assured.
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Berlin's 12 yearadvantage resulted in a rr.'u‘nm!mrk.'muf

Here it seems there are les-
sons to be learnt for the future,
lo avoid such situations as
Liverpool’'s IGF site becoming
the subject of a viability study.

However, dissenting voices
have been heard, with claims
the BG5S was unoriginal, too
highbrow and out of date in its
design. A major criticism has
been the decision o close the
park at night and charge an en-
trance fee. Some fell this con-
tradicted the idea of creating a
people's park. '

On the basis of question-
naires, most visitors seemed to
have enjoyed the BGS, but there
have been justifiable com-
plaints by some local inhabit-
ants regarding the narrow range
of activities available.

For instance the central lake
is there only to be looked at, and
swimming, boating and fishing
are not allowed; which is some-
thing of a pity when one consid-
ers ity size and expense.

Passive

This emphasis on passive re-
creation was too overwhelming
in Berlin, because although 1l
did contribute to a calming
atimosphere, a park of such a
size should have been able to
have absorbed  some  more
active pursuits 10 suil a wider
range of lastes. After all if the
waler senves only one purpose it
merely becomes a barrier,

Regrettably this lack of activi-
ties is not likely to be relieved by
expenditure in the future so it
will require careful site plan-
ning if the park is to adapt to
changmg public demancds,

Overall, i would seem un-
likely that the BGS would satisfy
all ils critics and fulfiid all irs
chosen aims, but the broad

decision 1o think long-term
from the start was the right one.

[l means that the process of |
developing the intended land-
scape from the very beginning
takes full advantage of the capi-
tal while it is available, rather
than depending on dwindling or
non-existent resources once the
exhibitions have gone.

The dual functions of garden
festivals, with their opposing
lime scales, are the most diffi-
cult problems to resolve: in Ber-
lin it was a design decision lo
relegate the exhibitions to the
entrances and the periphery of
the site following secondary
routeways. Doing this meant
less disruption to the main body
of the site [ollowing the removal
of these exhibitions.

Lagical

Although in many ways the
exhibitions were not conspicu-
ous enough, in Berlin the logi-
cal distribution of priorities at
the planning slage will pay
dividends, and is worth bearing
in mind as we plan our own
garden festivals over the next
few years.

Berlin also demonstrated
how essential it is o allow suffi-
cient time to plan and construct
festival landscapes, and we
must not go back to the impos-
sible time scales imposed on
Liverpool's IGF. The Germans
allowed themselves 12 vears
from start to finish, thereby ac-
cepting the dynamic nalure of
landscape work.

We have a long way to go. On
Berlin's timescale we should !
already know what the 1992
Garden Festival should look

. like, and belore the end of the

decade be finishing its con-
struction. Only then will our fes-
tivals do full credit to the pro-
fessions involved and ideas
they represent.

Berlin proved that many im-
portant and complex issues
concerning the environment
can be communicated to a wide
audience in an enteraining
way. To help public awareness
ol the environment is always
desirable and such events as
these festivals offer a golden
opportunity to spread interests
and . ideas which are important
lousall, m

Peter Sheard is a landscape
architect ar Mansrng Clarnp
and Partners, Richimaond, Surrey.
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